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FOREWORD 
by Ronnie White 

1 949 English Amateur Champion and Walker Cup player 


Ever since I met Louis Stanley at St. Andrews during the 1947 Walker 
Cup Match I have admired him not only as a person with an infinite 
knowledge of the game of golf but also as a photographer. 

1 have always believed that the best way to improve one's game is 
to try and imitate the methods of the great players. There is no better way 
of doing this than by studying photographs of these flayers in action. That 
is why 1 have no hesitation in recommending this book to any golfer who 
is interested in improving his or her game. The action photographs are 
excellent and not one fails to bring out in the clearest possible manner the 
point which the author wishes to emphasize. Only the very best photo- 
graphs find their way into Louis Stanley’s books. I know this from per- 
sonal experience for 1 had the advantage of his help in all the photographs 
for my own book. 

1 have tried to imitate the American players in an endeavour to improve 
my own game. There is in America to-day a uniform method of teaching 
based on certain elementary principles. There is no need for me to outline 
these principles because they are explained by the author in this excellent 
book. Every prominent American player, amateur or professional, swings 
his club in accordance with these principles and for this reason their 
playing methods have become uniform if not exactly identical. 1 invite the 
reader to study particularly the section of the book which deals with the 
methods of these players. In my opinion the highlight is that portion which 
is allotted to the one and only Ben Hogan, the photographs of whom, for 
the most part, were taken at the Canada Cup Matches at Wentworth in 
June 1956. No one, I am sure, will pass over this portion without first 
giving detailed study to the methods of the finest golfer in the world to-day. 

This is, in my opinion, one of the best books yet written on this wonder- 
ful game. 


RONNIE WHITE 



INTRODUCTION 


Whilst gathering material for this book in different parts of the world, I 
studied the greatest players in the game — the champions of to-day, yester- 
day and tomorrow — in action under championship and tournament 
pressure as well as on the practice-strips. Analysing their methods at the 
time and in greater detail afterwards through photographic sequences, it 
was possible to draw certain general conclusions. It is obvious that every 
golfer has to interpret any golf movement he wants to make in terms of his 
own physique, but, whilst there are numerous ways of hitting the ball, there 
is only one swing. Physical differences in build are of secondary impor- 
tance. It matters not if the player is fat, slim, little, or big, when the club 
is swung correctly, all in essence swing the same. In contrast, compare the 
methods of a group of average golfers. You find that they have as many 
swings as there are dubs in the bag. It is hardly surprising that what they 
hit is history and what they miss is mystery. Until the fundamental lesson 
has been learnt that there is only one swing and that the clubhead cannot 
be propelled faster than you can swing it, the average golfer will find 
difficulty in cutting his score to less than 85. 

Of all golfers I would name Ben Hogan without hesitation as the most 
impressive shot-maker. The machine-like precision with which he lines-up 
a shot, the effortless swing that looks incapable of going wrong, the ice- 
cold concentration, all combine to make him the perfect model on which 
to base a game. The photo-sequence speaks for itself. I recall the iron-play 
of Jack Burke : the power-game of men like Sam Snead, Mike Souchak 
and Tommy Bolt : the polished style of Angel Miguel : the terrier-like 
determination of Yoshiro Hayaahi : the toughness of seasoned cam- 
paigners like Julius Boros, Byron Nelson, and Stan Leonard : the artistry 
of Bobby Locke : the naturalness of Peter Thomson’s style : the aggres- 
siveness of Norman von Nida's shots : the concentration of Henry Cotton, 
Britain’s most polished stylist : the distinctive methods of Cary Middle- 
coff : the muscular might of “ Chick ” Herbert and Harry Weetman : the 
youthful promise of Ken Ventura and John Beharrell : the patience of 
Frank Stranahan : the exuberance of Billy Joe Patten : the elegance of 
Flory van Donck : the grace of Ken Bousfield and Tom Haliburton : the 
courage of Ed Furgol : the coolness of* Dutch ” Harrison : the confidence 



of Gene Littler : the jauntiness of Dai Reea : the exuberance of Jimmy 
Demaret : the phlegmatic Ted Kroll : the husky Ed Oliver. It has been a 
privilege to watch these players and countless others in action. By means of 
high-speed photography I have “ frozen ” their swings in such a way that 
we can now examine, analyse, dissect and compare what we see. By that 
I do not in any way suggest that I have found the inner secret of how these 
men pliy their shots. Such personal knowledge they only can reveal. Every 
man is a law unto himself when it comes to the finger-prints of style. But, 
it is possible to pin-point the fundamental laws that control the principles 
of striking the ball, principles common to every top-flight player that 
must be incorporated into our own shot-making if we wish to improve. 
Bobby Jones once said, “ If golf is worth playing at all, it is worth playing 
right.*' That belief put into practice made him one of the greatest golfers of 
all time. I would add that it is not only the ability to play great shots that 
makes champions, but the vital quality of making very few bad shots. 

Golf is really not a difficult game. It is much less'complicated than many 
other popular pastimes. We can simplify it by concentrating on these 
fundamental actions that the experts have mastered until they become 
ordinary simple routine. In a nutshell, swing the dubhead, and remember 
that it is possible to improve your shots and at the same time take pleasure 
in the game. 


LOUIS T. STANLEY 




1. Check Your Equipment 
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7 - Check the Left Arm 
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lO. Hitting Past the Chin 







Check the Top of the Swing 
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13- Downward Pull of Left Arm 
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1~J. Check that Right Elbow 
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22. Check that Right Heel 






'3- Check the Firm Grip 


















2$. Swinging Through the Ball 



















28. Focus on Individual Swii 













30. Thrust by the Right Foot 
















33- Shortening the Grip 










•ut 

J-%11 fl 


>y * 



c 

* \ 

Ss 


' 

'V 

HJ 











W 



1 




if 

1 


' 


■ 


vA 













u 

'i 

ft 

% i 




37- Trouble Shots 
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4-0. Choice of Grip 
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42. Fluent hackswing 

This sequence of photographs focusses attention on that important moment 
when the blade swings back. The photograph opposite shows Jean Garaialde 
of France at this point. It is possible to summarise very briefly what takes 
place. The putt is played with wrists, hands and arms with the blade at right 
angles to the line. You must be careful not to open the clubface by turning the 
wrists. The camera has caught Garaialde’s putt at the moment when his 
hands were slightly more forward. He has not lifted the clubhead. As he 
took it back, the blade hugged 4he ground. Generally speaking, the ball should 
be struck squarely. That sounds elementary, but in practice many golfers 
tend to take the clubface back outside the line of the putt, with the result that 
the downswing cuts across the bail. Others hit the ball with overspin. That 
is alright when the greens are particularly heavy, but it is inadvisable under 
ordinary conditions. Similar instructional points can be gained from scrutiny 
of the other photographs. Antonio Cerda, the little Argentinian professional 
(page 216 e), who has twice finished second in the British Open champion- 
ship, has an almost identical putting action as Garaialde. Both use a com- 
fortable-looking stance. James Adams (page 216 d) has a delicate touch 
despite his considerable strength. From this angle the clubhead can be seen 
keeping close to the ground in the backswing. When for the purpose of 
analysis the swing is split up into its component parts, it must not be thought 
that the action is similarly disjointed. In the majority of cases there is no 
breaking of the wrists at the completion of the backswing. The forward 
movement is a continuation of the same stroke in the smoothest possible 
fashion. In spite of possessing such a flawless putting style, Adams has had 
wretched luck in the major championships. Had half-a-dozen lipped putts 
dropped instead of hanging on the edge, the Scottish professional would have 
won the British Open title twice and the Match-play title three times. Ronnie 
White (page 216 c) on the strength of his magnificent record must rank as 
one of our finest putters. If only he had been able to devote more time to 
the game, we might well have had a worthy challenger to Ben Hogan. The 
demands of his profession came first, and who are we to question the wisdom 
of his decision, though as golfers we can express regret that he did not win 
the national titles that might well have been his. Using the reverse overlap 
grip. White plays the ball almost opposite the left heel with the weight mainly 
on the left foot. The blade is kept close to* the ground and square to the line 
on both back and front stroke. It is essentially a comfortable stance with 
both knees relaxed. 
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45- The Value of Practice 





46. The Value of Coaching 
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47 * Check-points 

(i) ADDRESS. JOHNNY PALMER (USA) 

(а) Arms hang naturally from shoulders with 
club acting as a natural extension. 

(б) Right arm lower than left. 


(c) Firm grip. 


( d ) Knees lightly flexed. 

(e) Feet apart about the width of shoulders, 
weight evenly divided. 

(/) Club soled flat on ground. 

( g ) Ball teed so that upper half appears above 
clubhead. 
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(ii) BEGINNING OF BACKSWING. 
JACK BURKE (USA) 

(fl) Left shoulder beginning to move round, 
underneath the chin. 

(b) Left arm straight. 

(c) Wrist-cock beginning. 

(d) Club controlled by left hand. 

(e) Left leg commencing the pivot. 

(/) Weight shifting from left to right foot. 

(g) Clubhead swung back by arms and not 
lifted by wrists. 
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(iii) TOP OF BACKSWING. KEN BOUSFIELD 


(a) Left shoulder underneath chin. 


(b) Full shoulder pivot. 


(c) Left arm straight. 


(d) Firm left hand grip. 


(e) Wrists cocked. 


(f) Right elbow nicely down. 


(g) Right leg braced. 
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(iv) DOWNSWING. “CHICK” HARBERT (USA) 

(a) Wrists still fully cocked. 

(ft) Left arm stretched to full length of its 
leverage. 

(c) Left shoulder still under chi.;. 

(d) Hips practically parallel with line of in- 
tended flight. 

(e) Knees bent. 

(f) Right knee beginning to turn in towards 
the left knee. 

(g) Both feet flat on ground as an aid to 
balance. 
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(v) HITTING AREA. DAI REES 


(a) Shoulders still square to ball. 

(b) Braced left arm. 


(c) Right elbow tucked into right side 

( d) Firm grip. 


(e) Left hip beginning to move out of way of 

KanHfi 


(/) Weight on left foot. 


(g) Right heel raised. 
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(vi) IMPACT. BYRON NfcLSON (USA) 

(a) Head has stayed well back. 

(b) Right shoulder has dropped. 

(c) Left shoulder raised. 

(</) Left arm, perfectly straight, has stood-up 
to terrific force released by right hand. 

(e) Left hip shifting out of way for fluent 
follow-through. 

(f) Firmly braced left leg. 

(g) Right knee has broken in towards the left 
knee. 




FOLLOWING THROUGH. 

OSSIE PICKWORTH (AUSTRALIA) 


(«) Head firmly anchored. 


(4) Right shoulder has come down and under. 


(c) Right arm as straight after impact as left 
arm was in backswing. 


(d) Left hip moving out of way of hands. 


(«) Wrists have not rolled. Back of left hand 
is square to the line of flight. 


(/) Weight on left foot. 


(g) Clubhead following out after the ball. 
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(viii) COMPLETION OF SWING. 
FRED HAAS (USA) 

(a) Momentum of club brought the body 
round to a full finish. 

( b ) Upright position, balance perfect. 

(c) Hands high. 

(d) Grip firm. 

(*) Right side completely relaxed. 

(J) Braced left side. 


(g) Right knee bent. 




BUNKERED. JOHN JACOBS 


(n) Head well down, 

(A) Eye on spot where blade entered the sand. 

(c) Virtually no body action. 

(d) Arms and hands do all the work. 

(e) Feet not too wide apart. 

(/) Feet firmly anchored in sand. 

(g) Club strikes sand behind the ball in a firm 
shot, well through and under. 
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(x) ON THE GREEN. PETER AILISS 


(a) Head well over ball. 


(6) Arms and hands close to body. 


(c) Note right index finger and thumb. 


( d ) Comfortable stance. 


(e) Ball played almost off left heel. 


(/) Ball hit firmly in centre of blade. 


(g) Blade flat on ground. 
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Left heel action, 1 17 
checked, 154, 155, 156, 157 
length of shaft, 12 
Length-of-shot guide, 27 
Leonard, Stan, 48 
Lester, Eric, 154 
Lie of club, 12 

Little, Lawson, 21, 57, 62, 63, 134, 160 

Littler, Gene, 92, 166 

Locke, Bobby, 22, 97, 221 

Longhurst, Henry, 77 

Long irons, 117 

Lorga, Felice, 45 

Lowery, Ed. 88 

Lu Liang-Huan, 47, 157 

McCann, Kitty, 125 
McHale, James, 31, 69, 125 
Mackie, G. W., 185 
McLean, Jack, 174 
Mclveod, Alastair, 1 1 1 
McCrcady, Max, 34, 218 
Mangrum, Lloyd, 22, 53, 169 
Matchstick tip, 91 

Maximum dubhead acceleration, 133 


Mayfield, Shelley, 114 
Micklem, Gerald, 99 

Middiecoff, Cary, 31, 78, 94, 126, 136, 137 

Miguel, Angel, 34, 68, 13s, 143, 144, 196 

Miguel, Sebastian, 144 

Miley, Marion, 174, 220 

Millward, Ernest, 38, 39, 177 

Monti, Eric, m 

Morales, Manuel, 49 

Morey, Dale, 77, no, 219 

Morgan, John, 99, 1 10 

Nagle, Kelvin, 134, 209 
Nelson, Byron, 89, 130, 201, 238 
Nerves, 201 

Nettlefold, Len, 118, 119 

O’Connor, Christy, 68, 148 
Oliver, Ed, 97, 102, 225 
Open stance, 1 17 
Orcutt-Crews, Maureen, 173 
Over-clubbing, 26, 27 
Overspin, 122, 215 
Over-swinging, 103 
brake to, 103 

Paddock, Harold, 212 
Padgham, Alfred, 143, 174 
Palmer, Johnny, 56, 68, 74, 113, 169, 211, 
229 

Panton, John, 175, 213 
Patton, Billy Joe, 48, 58, 59, 75, 99, 126, 
220 

Piccolo grip, 163 

Pickworth, Ossie, 186, 187, 221, 240 
Pivot, 1 17 
faulty, 101 

Player, Gary, 22, 216 

Posse, Raul, 177 

Poulsen, Carl, 67 

Practice, value of, 139, 224, 225 

Price, Elizabeth, 107, 190, 195, 209 

Pushing-back with left hand and arm, 29, 

30 
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Putt, lining-up, 223 
Putter, brut-headed, 205 
centre-shafted, 20$ 
choice of, 12, 205 
crank-shaft, 205 
curled neck, 205 
double-faced, 205 
Dutch, 205 
mallet, 205 * 
pencil-grip, 20s 
Putting, 200, 223 
backswing, 215 
follow-through, 219 
stance, 209 

Quick, Smiley, 95 

Rees, Dai, 33, 52, 84, 236 
Rhythm of swing, 129 
Riegel, Skee, 76 

Right elbow checked, 86, 87, 88, 89 
position of, 55 

Right heel checked, 108, 109, 1 10, 1 1 1 

Said, Cherif, 197 
Salas, Alberto, 48 
Sand wedge, 193 

Sarazen, Gene, 63, 84, 139, 190, 205, 224, 
225 

Saubaber, Francois, 116, 117, 144, 198, 223 

Saubaber, Jean, 143 

Sdssor-movement, 125 

Scott, Syd, 17, 26, 161, 188, 194 

Scrutton, P. F., 59 

Shanking, 138 

Shankland, William, 205 

Shortening the grip, 158, 159, 160, 161, 197 

Short irons, 117 

Shots, long grass, 195 

Shoulder, check the, 47 

Shut-face action, 1 13, 1 >5 

Sidespin, 187 

Slicing, 1 13, 138 

Smalldon, Dennis, 76 


Smith, Frances, 49, 124, 206, 21 1, 217, 220 
Smith, Horton, 169 
Smith, Jacqueline, 18 
Smothered shots, 136, 140 
Snead, Sam, 28, 43, 52, 59, 96, 114, 156, 
163, (68, 180, 210, 225 
Somerville, C. Ross, 173 
Souchsk, Mike, 148, 21 1 
Southerden, Em, 87 
Speed of dubhead, 133 
Spikes in shoes, 147 
Stance, 116, 117, 121, 122 
and balance, 23 
dosed, 22 
open, 22 
square, 22 
too wide, 23 

Suit, check the, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32 
Stowe, Charles, 109, 165 
Stranahan, Frank, 24, 35, 224 
Strengthening the hands, 15 
Suggs, Louise, 163 
Sutton, Norman, 73 
Sweetaer, Jesse, 1 19 
Swing, check the top of, 54, 55, 56, 57 
completion of, 243 
Swinging the dubhead, 129 
or hitting, 90, 91, 92, 93 
through the ball, 124, 125, 126, 127 

Taylor, Gordon, 199 
Taylor, J. H., 16 
Tee-height, check the. 24, 25 
Texture of sand, 193 

Thomson, James, 14, 30, 63, 80, 81, 155, 
159, 162 

Thomson, Peter, 93, 179, 208, 211 
Thornton, William, 53, 164 
Thrust by right foot, 146, 147, 148, 149 
Thumb under shaft, 103 
Travis, Walter, 15 

Trouble shots, 185, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190, 
191 

Turnesa, Jim, 175, 205 
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Ukauka, James, 165, 

Under-clubbing, 26, 27 
Under-spin, 65 
Upright, swing, 55, 185 
Urzctta, Sam, 180, 221 

Van Donck, Flory, 40, 41, 72, 113, 130, 
143 . 212 

Vardon, Harry, 105, 137 
Vardon grip, 16 
Vardon Trophy, 41, 43, 56 
Ventura, Ken, 178 
Von Nida, Norman, 56 
Vossler, Ernie, 148 

Wall, Art, 92 
Ward, Charles, 221 
Ward, Harvie, 13 1 
Ward, Marvin, 77, 164 
Weak hands, 15 


WeetmSn, Harry, 24, 42, 43, 77, in 
Weight transference, faulty, 65 
Whitcombe, E. E., 161 
Whitcombe, Reginald, 23 
White, Ronnie, 47, 49, 59, 105, 180, 215, 
2x6, 222 

Width of stand, 22 
Wilkes, Brian, 34 
Wilson, J. C., 89, 180 
Wininger, Francis G., 96 
Wolstenholme, Guy, 127, 199 
Worsham, Lew, 103 
Wrists, roll of, 91 
Wrist- work, 31 

Yates, Charles, 170 

Yost, Richard, 98, 99, 104, 110, 131 

Zaharias, Mildred, 189 
Zimmerman, Al, 134 



